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The Philosophy of Engineering: What Now? What Next?

Abstract
If the philosophy of engineering were a building, there would

be a sign outside of it that says “Under Construction.” The aim
of this talk is to give a general overview of this dynamic and
rapidly developing field. The talk will start out by drawing a
contrast between the philosophy of engineering and its older
sibling, the philosophy of technology. From there, it will go on
to consider some primary strands of inquiry within the field,
look at how these strands co-mingle with one another, and
bring out how the philosophy of engineering presents a
challenge to some long-standing assumptions about what
engineering and engineering practice are. The talk will
conclude by peering around the corner to identify what some
of the issues are that the philosophy of engineering might look

to address as it continues to evolve.
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